Biography of ITGLWF President Hisanobu Shimada
Hisanobu Shimada was born in 1953 in Osaka, Japan.

He started working for Toyobo Co. Ltd., a major Osaka-based textile company, and joined the Toyobo Workers Union in 1977.   Having served as a shop steward and then as a member of the branch executive committee of Tsuruga Branch of the Union, he was elected Branch Secretary in 1989.  
In 1993 he took up a post in what was then Zensen, where his major responsibilities included occupational safety and formulating a response to workplace restructuring in the textile industry.  In 1996 he was elected to Zensen's Executive Committee. In 2000 he was appointed Director of Zensen’s Chiba Prefectural Branch Office. 

In 2002, the merger of Zensen and CSG Rengo created a new giant federation, the Japanese Federation of Textile, Chemical, Food, Commercial, Service and General Workers' Unions (UI ZENSEN). Hisanobu Shimada was elected General Secretary of the organization in 2004.  He was elected Vice-President at the UI Zensen 9th Annual Convention which was held in September 2010.  

He was elected President of the ITGLWF at the 10th World Congress in Frankfurt in December 2009, having served as Vice-President since 2004.

He is married with two daughters and a cat.

